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A riveting account of women’s lives on the margins of the Vietnam War, from the renowned winner of the National Book Award.You
have no idea what it was like. For us. The women, | mean. The wives.

American women—American wives—have been mostly minor characters in the literature of the Vietnam War, but in Absolution they
take center stage. Tricia is a shy newlywed, married to a rising attorney on loan to navy intelligence. Charlene is a practiced corporate
spouse and mother of three, a beauty and a bully. In Saigon in 1963, the two women form a wary alliance as they balance the era’s
mandate to be “helpmeets” to their ambitious husbands with their own inchoate impulse to “do good” for the people of Vietnam. Sixty
years later, Charlene’s daughter, spurred by an encounter with an aging Vietnam vet, reaches out to Tricia. Together, they look back at
their time in Saigon, taking wry account of that pivotal year and of Charlene’s altruistic machinations, and discovering how their own
lives as women on the periphery—of politics, of history, of war, of their husbands’ convictions—have been shaped and burdened by

2 |Absolution : 2023 Alice McDermot 450 Yes Yes | Historical the same sort of unintended consequences that followed America’s tragic interference in Southeast Asia.

When Stephanie Land set out to write her memoir Maid, she never could have imagined what was to come. Handpicked by President
Barack Obama as one of the best books of 2019, he called it an “unflinching look at America’s class divide...and a reminder of the
dignity of all work.” Later, it was adapted into the hit Netflix series Maid, which was viewed by sixty-seven million households and was
Netflix’s fourth most-watched show in 2021, garnering three Primetime Emmy Award nominations. Stephanie’s escape out of poverty
and abuse in search of a better life inspired millions. Maid was a story about a housecleaner, but it was also a story about a woman
with a dream. In Class, Land takes us with her as she finishes college and pursues her writing career. Facing barriers at every turn
including a byzantine loan system, food insecurity, the judgments of professors and fellow students who didn’t understand the
demands of attending college while under the poverty line—Land finds a way to survive once again, finally graduating in her mid-
thirties. Class paints an intimate and heartbreaking portrait of motherhood as it converges and often conflicts with personal desire and
professional ambition. Who has the right to create art? Who has the right to go to college? And what kind of work is valued in our
culture? In clear, candid, and moving prose, Class grapples with these questions, offering a searing indictment of America’s

Class 20] Stephanie Land 367 Yes Yes Memoir educational system and an inspiring testimony of a mother’s triumph against all odds.

w

From James McBride, author of the bestselling Oprah’s Book Club pick Deacon King Kong and the National Book Award-winning The
Good Lord Bird, a novel about small-town secrets and the people who keep them
In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, were digging the foundations for a new development, the last thing they expected
to find was a skeleton at the bottom of a well. Who the skeleton was and how it got there were two of the long-held secrets kept by the
residents of Chicken Hill, the dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews and African Americans lived side by side and shared
ambitions and sorrows. Chicken Hill was where Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived when Moshe integrated his theater and where Chona
ran the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. When the state came looking for a deaf boy to institutionalize him, it was Chona and Nate
Timblin, the Black janitor at Moshe’s theater and the unofficial leader of the Black community on Chicken Hill, who worked together to
keep the boy safe.As these characters’ stories overlap and deepen, it becomes clear how much the people who live on the margins of
white, Christian America struggle and what they must do to survive. When the truth is finally revealed about what happened on
Chicken Hill and the part the town’s white establishment played in it, McBride shows us that even in dark times, itis love and
community—heaven and earth—that sustain us. Bringing his masterly storytelling skills and his deep faith in humanity to The Heaven
& Earth Grocery Store, James McBride has written a novel as compassionate as Deacon King Kong and as inventive as The Good Lord

Heaven & Earth Grocery Store 2023 James McBride 491 Yes Yes Novel Bird.

~
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Fiction

William Waters grew up in a house silenced by tragedy, where his parents could hardly bear to look at him, much less love him—so
when he meets the spirited and ambitious Julia Padavano in his freshman year of college, it's as if the world has lit up around him.
With Julia comes her family, as she and her three sisters are inseparable: Syivie, the family’s dreamer, is happiest with her nose in a
book; Cecelia is a free-spirited artist; and Emeline patiently takes care of them all. With the Padavanos, William experiences a
newfound contentment; every moment in their house is filled with loving chaos. But then darkness from William’s past surfaces,
jeopardizing not only Julia’s carefully orchestrated plans for their future, but the sisters’ unshakeable devotion to one another. The
result is a catastrophic family rift that changes their lives for generations. Will the loyalty that once rooted them be strong enough to
draw them back together when it matters most? An exquisite homage to Louisa May Alcott’s timeless classic, Little Women, Hello
Beautiful is a profoundly moving portrait of what is possible when we choose to love someone not in spite of who they are, but

because of it.

(2]

Hello Beautiful

2023

Ann Napolitano

Bonnie Garmus

540

Yes

Yes

Fiction

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out that there is no such thing as
an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of
equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all
things—her mind. True chemistry results.

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the
reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one
tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy.
Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo. Laugh-out-loud
funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant

as its protagonist.

Lessons in Chemistry

2023

202

Patrick Dewitt

424

Yes

Yes

Fiction

From bestselling and award-winning author Patrick deWitt comes the story of Bob Comet, a man who has lived his life through and for
literature, unaware that his own experience is a poignant and affecting narrative in itself.

Bob Comet is a retired librarian passing his solitary days surrounded by books and small comforts in a mint-colored house in
Portland, Oregon. One morning on his daily walk he encounters a confused elderly woman lost in a market and returns her to the
senior center that is her home. Hoping to fill the void he’s known since retiring, he begins volunteering at the center. Here, as a
community of strange peers gathers around Bob, and following a happenstance brush with a painful complication from his past, the
events of his life and the details of his character are revealed. Behind Bob Comet’s straight-man fagade is the story of an unhappy
child’s runaway adventure during the last days of the Second World War, of true love won and stolen away, of the purpose and pride
found in the librarian’s vocation, and of the pleasures of a life lived to the side of the masses. Bob’s experiences are imbued with
melancholy but also a bright, sustained comedy; he has a talent for locating bizarre and outsize players to welcome onto the stage of
his life. With his inimitable verve, skewed humor, and compassion for the outcast, Patrick deWitt has written a wide-ranging and
ambitious document of the introvert’s condition. The Librarianist celebrates the extraordinary in the so-called ordinary life, and depicts

beautifully the turbulence that sometimes exists beneath a surface of serenity.

~
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8 |Light Pirate (The)

2023

Lily Brooks-Dalton

505

Yes

Yes

Novel

Florida is slipping away. As devastating weather patterns and rising sea levels wreak gradual havoc on the state’s infrastructure, a
powerful hurricane approaches a small town on the southeastern coast. Kirby Lowe, an electrical line worker, his pregnant wife, Frida,
and their two sons, Flip and Lucas, prepare for the worst. When the boys go missing just before the hurricane hits, Kirby heads out
into the high winds in search of his children. Left alone, Frida goes into premature labor and gives birth to an unusual child, Wanda,
whom she names after the catastrophic storm that ushers her into a society closer to collapse than ever before. As Florida continues
to unravel, Wanda grows. Moving from childhood to adulthood, adapting not only to the changing landscape, but also to the people
who stayed behind in a place abandoned by civilization, Wanda loses family, gains community, and ultimately, seeks adventure, love,
and purpose in a place remade by nature. Told in four parts—power, water, light, and time—The Light Pirate mirrors the rhythms of the
elements and the sometimes quick, sometimes slow dissolution of the world as we know it. It is a meditation on the changes we would

rather not see, the future we would rather not greet, and a call back to the beauty and violence of an untamable wilderness.

9 |On The Roof Top

2023

Margaret Sexton

430

Yes

Yes

Fiction

A stunning novel about a mother whose dream of musical stardom for her three daughters collides with the daughters’ ambitions for
their own lives—set against the backdrop of gentrifying 1950s San Francisco At home they are just sisters, but on stage, they are The
Salvations. Ruth, Esther, and Chloe have been singing and dancing in harmony since they could speak. Thanks to the rigorous
direction of their mother, Vivian, they've become a bona fide girl group whose shows are the talk of the Jazz-era Fillmore. Now Vivian
has scored a once-in-a-lifetime offer from a talent manager, who promises to catapult The Salvations into the national spotlight. Vivian
knows this is the big break she’s been praying for. But sometime between the hours of rehearsal on their rooftop and the weekly gigs
at the Champagne Supper Club, the girls have become women, women with dreams that their mother cannot imagine. The
neighborhood is changing, too: all around the Fillmore, white men in suits are approaching Black property owners with offers. One
sister finds herself called to fight back, one falls into the comfort of an old relationship, another yearns to make her own voice heard.
And Vivian, who has always maintained control, will have to confront the parts of her life that threaten to splinter: the community, The
Salvations, and even her family.

Shelby Van Pelt

510

Yes

Yes

Fantasy

For fans of A Man Called Ove, a charming, witty and compulsively readable exploration of friendship, reckoning, and hope that traces a
widow's unlikely connection with a giant Pacific octopus. After Tova Sullivan’s husband died, she began working the night shift at the
Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her cope, which she’s been doing since her
eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over thirty years ago. Tova becomes acquainted with
curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. Marcellus knows more than anyone can imagine but wouldn’t
dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his human captors—until he forms a remarkable friendship with Tova. Ever the detective,
Marcellus deduces what happened the night Tova’s son disappeared. And now Marcellus must use every trick his old invertebrate
body can muster to unearth the truth for her before it's too late. Shelby Van Pelt’s debut novel is a gentle reminder that sometimes

taking a hard look at the past can help uncover a future that once felt impossible.

10 |Remarkably Bright Creatures

Page 3



2023-2024- NEW ADDITIONS IN LARGE PRINT/ CD/ PLAYAWAY

A B c D E F
1 Title author pages | large |audio Type

G
synopsis

From the best-selling author of The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry: On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior year at Harvard, Sam
Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid the hordes of people waiting on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. For a moment,
she pretends she hasn’t heard him, but then, she turns, and a game begins: a legendary collaboration that will launch them to
stardom. These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favors, and, before even graduating college, they have created
their first blockbuster, Ichigo. Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even twenty-five years old, Sam and Sadie are brilliant, successful,
and rich, but these qualities won’t protect them from their own creative ambitions or the betrayals of their hearts. Spanning thirty
years, from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Venice Beach, California, and lands in between and far beyond, Gabrielle Zevin’s
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow examines the multifarious nature of identity, disability, failure, the redemptive possibilities

11 |Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow Gabrielle Zevin 622 Yes | Yes Fiction in play, and above all, our need to connect: to be loved and to love.
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